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-The story so for! I 


In the not-so-distant future, humanity has entered a politically 
and economically tumultuous era. Wars and giant natural 
disasters occur frequently all over the world, while advanced 
information networks begin to cover the globe. 

While en route to Cenancle, an artificial resort island, young 
Nanakorobi Nene meets Uzal and her companion Clarion. 

A fast friendship forms, but just as Nene is about to begin her 
new life on Cenancle, she's caught up in a terrorist incident 
that threatens her new friends! And to make things worse, 
a massive boring machine called Buer is out of control 
underground...! 
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~NL r- 
KUN! 


COMB 

IN! 

NENE- 

MJN! 







































THE 

"EVERY¬ 

THING'S 

OKAY"... 


WHAT HAPPENED TO HER 
FAMILY IS SO HORRIBLE. 


SHE'S ALREADY HAD 
BRAIN SUROERY PYXIS 
SYNDROME IS APPALLINO. 

HOW CAN THIS BE THE 
ONLY WAY TO SAVE SUCH 
A YOUNO CHILD? 


IT BARELY EVEN QUALIFIES AS 
MEDICAL TREATMENT ANYMORE. 











AUDIO AND VISUAL 
INTERFACES ARE 
OPERATIONAL. 

^£f mmm 


CIRCULATION OF 
OANOLIA NANITES 
INITIATED. 


NEURAL RESPONSES I 
AND REFLEXES NORMAL.* 


I'M 

OKAY, 

SO... 


WE'LL TELL HER AFTER 
SHE'S STABILIZED. 


CLARION 
HAS TO 
BB... 













.OKAY 

TOO. 


gJgjP 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































W7P7 




































































































































































































































































































































































































































CLARA- 

R/////N'!! 
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THAT 
WAS AN 
IMPRES¬ 
SIVE 

SHOWING 


I CAN'T 
WAIT 
TO SEE 
MORE. 


5 WE'/Rg' 
1 /V077/V 

1 T/ViE 
1 CLEAR 
YET. 


THE CPF, 
HUH? OF 
COURSE 
THE 

MILITARY 
GOT WIN? 
OF ALL 
THIS. 


WHEN 3UER 
REBOOTS, 
THE SECURITY 
IN EACH 
AREA WILL BE 
UPPATEP. 
HOW LONG PO 
WE HAVE...? 


SUPPOSE 
IT'S TOO 
BIG FOR 
THEM 
NOT TO 
INVESTI¬ 
GATE. 
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OH PEAR. 

I 6UZSS 
THAT'S THAT. 



























































































































STICK 

WITH 

N£N£- 

KUN. 








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































! ^A'jftii: 

IF ■**«*«? 
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PL^SE 
PASS ON 
THE CHIEF'S 
WARMEST 
RECARDS TO 
PRESIDENT 
KOROBASE. 


or 

COURSE! 
TU4NK 
YOU SO 
MUCH/ 


THIS 
PIACS IS 
G/NOR- 
MOUS...! 


WHOA 

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































TVS 
GfctAT 
TO B£ 
OUTSWB, 
YBAU! 


com ok, 

HURRY UP! 
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EVERY 
6HRED 
O? MY 
DATA'S 
BEING 
OBLITER¬ 
ATED, 
YEAH! 


WHAT 
THE 
HECK 
KINP OP 
SKILL 
APP IS 
THAT?/ 
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I'M 

HERE 

WITH 

/SLANT? 

NEWS. 


I THE 
CENANCLE 
SELF-GOV¬ 
ERNANCE 
ORGANIZA¬ 
TION HAS 
ANNOUNCER 
THAT... 




THE AREA 
OF THE CITZ 
AROUNR 
THE PORT 
OF VULCAN 
SUFFERER 
EXTENSIVE 
RAMAGE WHEN 
THE BERROCK 
BELOW WAS 
RESTROYER IN 
AN EXPLOSION 
CAUSER BY 
TERRORIST 
ACTIVITY. 


HAVE 
REPORTER 
THAT THEIR 
INVESTIGA¬ 
TION... 


CONFIRMS 
THATSAHAR 
SCHEHERA, 
WHO WAS 
WANTER 
INTERNATION¬ 
ALLY ANR WHO 
COORRINATER 
THIS ATTACk:, 
BIER IN A 
SUICIRE 
BOMBING. 


Sahar Schehera {terrorist) 

























































sss. 
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SCREW 


THE DEATH 


PENALTY 


DEBATE/ 


WHO SAYS 


ALL LIFE IS 


EQUAL?.' 











































THERE 
WAS AN 
EXPLOSION 
TODAY AT 
SISYPHUS 
PRISON. 


WE ALSO HAVE 
REPORTS THAT 
THE GROUP 
RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THE 
TERRORIST 
INCIDENT ON THE 
ISLAND WERE AT 
THE SCENE 
BEING TRANS¬ 
FERRED. 77V 
ANNOUNCED— 


MIIS FOOTAGE COK 
i y. ROOII SHOT AT THE CR1 

<\ W \ 

est news for 24 hours. 


i channel of T 


ich reports 































I HAP THIS 
BACKUP of m 
TERRARIUM 
PATA PROM 
BEFORE MY 
LAST TWEAKS, 
SO ITS ALL 
OOOP. 


NENE-CHAN'S 
SCAR/ 
WHEN SHE'S 
MAP/ 


WE CAN 
TR/THE 
WELCOME 
PARTy 
AOAIN NOW, 
yEAH. 


/fill 


HMM? 


RBERT 




A "OUEST" 
IN THE 
MIPPLE 
OF THE 
NIOHT...? 





















































































































































































































































































TUB GBRTSB- 
COMMAS CAM 
&WB YOU TUB 
GRAMU TOUR 
OF TUB MB\GU- 
BORUOOV. 
GO SBB TUB 
SIGHTS, 












































































I COULDN'T % 
GET THAT UP £ 
FROM LAST V 

NIGHT TO L 

TAKB THB T 

BAIT, BUT r 

THBNIHAP i 
A BRAIN - / 

STORM! / 


5(9 V 

©■ f 

t /4A7E? ^ 

] THEM, f 

1 A«///? £ 



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































CHARON'S 
THE "ENTER¬ 
TAINMENT" 
DISTRICT— 

nooooo mv 

l COULU'V E 
SENT NENE- 
CHAN THERE 
AT NICHT 
WITH WHAT 
COES ON 
2WN THERE, 
yEAH/ 
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p/l ? you 

SAY 

"&U£R" 


GAH! 


pip i 

CKCW A 
VIRUS 
SOME- 
HOW?/ 


EVERY- 
THING'S 
WORKING- 
FINE 
EXCEPT 
MY LINK 
WITH THE 
GERTSE- 
COMAAS! 


NO, I 
PON'T 
THINK- 
PIP I 
GET 

HACK-BP 

?! 


ONLY ONE 
PERSON'S 
EVER 

BREACHEP 

MY 

FIREWALL 

BEFORE.../ 


THIS 

MAKES 

NO 

SENSE, 

YEAH/ 


WHO is 
YEAH?/ 






























tiX 


























































































































































JUST 

thinking yes' -me 





































































































































































































X_/ 





























































































































Statil; 














































































































































































































































































THIS BODY 
IS THE KEY 
TO BUER, 
THE CENTRAL 
NERVOUS UNIT 
EQUIPPED 
WITH CYPHER 
INTELLIGENCE/ 


YOU 
MIGHT 
ACCU¬ 
RATELY 
REFER 
TO US 
AS THE 
GHOST! 





























































































































I'M NOT 
ABOUT 
TO HAN PIT 
OVER TO YOU, 
TO UZAL, 
OR TO 
ANYONE 
ELSE! 


YOU'RE THE 
ONE WHO 

.forcer rr 

\mONME, 

mso rr:s, 

[MINE: NOWt 


/ WELL, 
YOUV 
BETTER 
COME 
HOME 
BEFORE 
IT GETS 
TOO LATE, 

. YEAH. . 


OKAY! 
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3UBR 
BELONGS 
TO ME. 
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ORIGINAL CONCEPT 
DESIGN NOTES 


Buer Rough Concept 

Concept for a radioactive machine. In manga, it’s | 
convey to the reader what happens in the story wi 
unit sticking out. Now it just it inside its torso. But. 
could’ve used these cooling vents to help itself... (I 
able to leave it fully open afterall?) 


I created the rough version of 
Buer after being instructed to 
make a slightly more serious 
iteration of the machine. I did go 
through the motions of designing 
it, but it would be a hassle to 
draw that in the manga, and it 
just looks so...normal. It’s boring. 
Rikudo-shi’s Buer is more 
expressive in all ways. I definitely 
prefer it. (LOL!) 











These are the rough concepts for the characters, and Rikudou-shi is seeing them for 
the first time here, along with all of you. (What the-?!) Rikudou-shi’s Uzal Delilah is 
now the official version, but she originally looked like this. (LOL!) The bald old man 
and the others are the backstabbing subordinates, and the equally bald robot is a 
minor work character. Asking Rikudou-shi to redo the characters was the right move! 


-fit: 





Greetings! (For the second time!) 


Uzal’s original name was (Doctor) Dindi Bekker Al Said--quite the 
mouthful! That same character also appeared in the rough draft of 
another work, Ghost in the Shell: Arise. (*laughs* But they each ended 
up looking very different, and the original design was put to bed.) 

For this story, I had four names under consideration: Uzal Delilah, 

Sahar Al Jira, Kuhar Schehera, and Sahar Schehera. In my initial 
character notes, I wrote, “She’s obsessed with control, so she surrounds 
herself with robots (and humans who’ve gotten through her defenses 
with the intention of betrayal). The concept was that she’s an extremely 
wealthy person who makes her living in the water business, but also an 
evil scientist plotting world domination, which isn’t the healthiest lifestyle 
choice. (Let’s not get into exactly what “domination” would mean here.) 

Anyway, that information was made public in the ads and book introduc¬ 
tions when the story was going to be serialized, which may be why the 
actual text never comes out and mentions it (although it does heavily 
imply the truth about Uzal throughout). 

Maybe Clarion’s cat ears come from the picture of a cat on a villain’s 
lap, which shows up in 007? Also, in the original rough notes, there was 
a version with a different plan involving Doctor Croxide, who always 
work black and worked in a high-speed cruising submarine. In that 
version, the doctor had a white cat-shaped robot named Clarion who 
was always in a bad mood. 

This is all fairly typical for me: the initial plan, design, etc. turn into 
something more dynamic in response to orders from whoever’s putting 
the money up (or in response to someone else on site, or the general 
flow of things). There are times when it all falls apart, and other times 
when-like now-the concept is magnificently brought to life by the 
manga artist. This time, we managed to incorporate the cyberpunk 
element of cyber panties, and I have enjoyed myself a great deal. 

My sincerest gratitude to Rikudo-shi and everyone else involved! 

June 6, 2013 
Shirow Masamune 
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MDRE THAN MEETS THE EYE! 

Things are tense on the island of Cenancle, where a powerful machine 
called Buer has been wreaking havoc underground. All that stands in its 
way are two cyborg girls: Nanakorobi Nene, who has a human brain 
inside her artificial body, and Clarion, the combat cyborg who belongs to 
inventor Uzal Delilah...at least for now. 

Nene is determined to protect her new friends, especially Clarion, but she 
has family on Cenancle too. Nene’s never met her eccentric auntTakumi, 
but Takumi is opening her home to Nene and providing her with some 
unexpected quirks and challenges to deal with! 

Girl meets girl in this fast-paced series from manga legends Shirow 
Masamune (Ghost in the Shell) and Rikudou Koushi (Excel Saga)! 
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